[Value an immediate histological study of the lymph nodes at the time of surgical treatment of cancer of the uterine cervix].
From 1978 to 1989, 500 external iliac lymph node dissections were carried out at the Institut Curie during surgery for cancers of the uterine cervix. The percentage of error of the histological study of the lymph node was 2.8%, including 13 false-negative findings and 1 false-positive. In 1.8% of cases (9), there were doubts as to lymph node invasion, and no confirmation was possible. The most frequent cause of error was the failure to recognize partial invasion of a lymph node. Fibrosis and necrosis secondary to preoperative radiation therapy make the intraoperative histological study more difficult.